       	                                        MINUTES 
	                                                                                           of the
	                                STAMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
                                    MEETING AT THE STAMBRIDGE PAVILION, STAMBRIDGE ROAD, SS4 2AR 
                                                                      ON THURSDAY 22nd JANUARY  2026. 


152 25-26 To Record the Members Present:                                                                            7.00 pm.  
[bookmark: _Hlk179726508]		  Chairman: Councillor Mr P Shaw.
	  Councillors: Mrs E Gould, Mrs C Lingley. Mr N Sladden.
	  Ward Councillors: Mr P Shaw and Mr S Wootton.
	  Essex Councillor: Mrs L Shaw.
	  Members of the public:   None.
           The Parish Clerk/RFO: Mr B Summerfield.
153 25-26 Chairman's opening remarks:
   	The Chairman welcomed all persons attending the Meeting and emphasised the positions of the emergency exits.
154 25-26 Apologies for absence:

i		To be received by the Clerk in person only via: email, letter and telephone.
ii		The PPC acceptance of reasons for Councillors absence: Mr E Houston-Bailey.	
155 25-26 Declarations of Interests 
i		To receive all declarations of interests including dispensations under the relevant provision s.33 of the
	    Localism Act 2011.   
ii		The Chairman reminds Councillors to declare any further interests now and as they became evident to them, 
		during the progress of the meeting.
156 25-26 Stambridge P.C. Casual Vacancies:
i	To receive applications for the two casual vacancies.   None
ii	To receive personal statements from applicants.
157 25-26 Public Forum:  ( 5 min per person only )             
	Councillors, Guests, visiting Ward/County Councillors and questions/statements from members of the public.  
[bookmark: _Hlk212188285]i	Essex/Ward Councillor Mrs L Shaw reported:
	The ECC Budget has been Balanced – 3.9% rise – 2% for Social Care – Essex CC elections to be held this year – 
	Boundary Changes – potholes growing (Winter) – Golden Cross road works from 2nd February 26 for two weeks 
	with the Ashingdon Road closed.
ii	Ward Councillor Mr Simon Wootton reported:
	The next RDC Agenda will have a 1000 pages – mostly the latest stage of the Local Plan – Reg 18 for consultation 
	to be held over 6 weeks.
158 25-26 The Minutes of the Stambridge Parish Council Meeting of 11th December 2025.
	 		The Minutes were Resolved agreed. 
[bookmark: _Hlk81560259]	    Proposed by Councillors: Mr N Sladden, seconded by Mr P Shaw and agreed by all.
		 	The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record.
159 25-26 Matters arising from the Minutes:      (not on the Agenda).       
		None.                   
160 25-26 Reports on all agreed Councillors/Clerk Actions:	 10

i		SCCMC:    The Clerk has received copies of Balance sheets and last Minutes.
[bookmark: _Hlk218692238]ii	    The Clerk has responded to the New Unitary Authorities for Greater Essex (LGR).
	    i	The Stambridge Parish Council supports the Rochford District Councils ‘Best4Essex’ proposal.
iii	 The Clerk has responded to the Local Representation of the Community Governance Review (CGR). 
	 I 	The Stambridge Parish Council supports the non-involvement with any other Parish Council 
		and will remain independent. 
161 25-26 Correspondence:
I	 The Clerk will be opening the Memorial Hall Office for repairs to the WiFi/Broadband on Friday afternoon.
ii    	 i	An e/letter December 2025 from Digital Essex re: Community Digihub was read to the Council.
	 ii	The Clerk will forward the email to councillors for discussion on the next Agenda.
iii	 Received/record e/Letters, RDC/EALC/Gov. Circulars, Publications and Bundles: etc, as placed on the table.
162 25-26 Finance:  (AGAR EX0227). 
i                   The Precept Demand on the RDC for the Stambridge PC for 2026/2027 is resolved at £33,600.00 was recorded. 
ii	    The SPC Financial and Metro Bank Statements ending 22nd January 2026 were recorded.
iii	    The above Metro Bank and SPC statement balances were agreed by Councillors: Mrs C Lingley and Mrs E Gould.
iv	 The Clerk reported seeking information re: the proposed  .gov.uk via Zoom on the 31stJanuary 26.
[bookmark: _Hlk216071310]v	 Agreed the RDC Community Grant payment to: the Stambridge School @ £500.00 was ratified and recorded.
vi	    Agreed the Bank Transfer payment to: HMRC re: PAYE-RTI (January) @ £134.00 was recorded. 
vii	 Agreed the Bank Transfer payment to: BSummerfield/SLCC re: Clerk’s membership 26-27 @ £235-00 was recorded.
viii	    Agreed the Bank Transfer payment to: Essex and Herts Air Ambulance re: donation @ £100.00 was recorded.
ix	    Agreed the Bank Transfer payment to: One .com re: Website subscription 26-27 @ £118.84 was recorded
x	 Agreed the Bank Transfer payment to: Crown Printers (Kes) re: Stambridge Walks x 1000  @ £……………
[bookmark: _Hlk215559047]xi	 Recorded: the Bank Transfer payment to: Little Hall Farms Ltd re: annual Allotment Rent @ £2,900.00.
xii	 Recorded:  the Bank Transfer payment to: HMRC re: PAYE-RTI late payment @ £100.00.
xiii	    Recorded: the Bank Transfer payment to: HMRC re: PAYE-RTI (December) @ £122.00. 
xiv	 Recorded: the SPC HMRC VAT126 payment forwarded to the SCCMC @ £2,196.35.
xv	    Recorded: the Business Instant Access Account (BIAA) receipt of an internal Bank Transfer of £10,000.00 from 
    the Business Bank Account. 
xvi	 Recorded: the Standing Order February to B Summerfield re: Salary @ £752.56. 
xvii	    Recorded: the D/D NPOWER Streetlighting energy invoices of December 25 @ £371.09 
xviii	Resolved all above actions, recommended and agreed payments and Bank Transfers, other actions, 
	financial statements, grants, quotations and countersigned cheques, etc, 
 	 Proposed by Councillors: Mrs C Lingley seconded by Mr N Sladden and agreed by all.
163 25-26 Planning Consultations: 
	 Application no  24/00…/FUL	None.
164 25-26 Training:	      		
	 EALC training information as circulated.
165 25-26 Allotments Admin:   
 i      	An email letter January 2026 of enquiry from ‘Dimensions’ re: vacant allotments plots (all let).
 ii	The water supply is turned off due to the leaking rear standpipe.
	i         Councillor Mr N Sladden to kindly view and repair.
166 25-26 Streetlighting:            
    Councillor reports:   
167 25-26 Highways, Pavements and Public Rights of Way:     
 i     	The Bus shelter work to be further investigated.
 ii	The rubbish accumulating in the river and on the river banks around the Stambridge Mill and along the 
	published River Roach footpath walks, are a cause for concern.
168 25-26 Website: 	   (www.stambridgepc.org.uk/www.stambridgepc.org.uk) 
	    The website to be further updated with the information from this meeting. 
169 25-26 Items from Councillors:          Items: for next Agenda and exchange of information only. 
	 Items:	None.
170 25-26 The proposed date of the next Stambridge Parish Council Meeting:  
	 	
		 Agreed:   THURSDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2026 at 7 pm.     

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45 pm.

07/01/2026.                                                           Barry Summerfield, Stambridge Parish Council Clerk/RFO.  
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