Stambridge Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (8] 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Stambridge Parish Council for the year
ended 31 March 2023 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Stambridge
Parish Council on application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ (c) foreach
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) %)( R /,MM(:YU['té'mD CU/’M‘/ RO,

20\ Q9 \\zo'z:%

Date of announcement: {e)

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smalier authority must
decide how long to publish the
Motice for: the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply foinspect the AGAR

(b} Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(¢} Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

{d} insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

{e) Insert the date of piacing of the
notice
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of;
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our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of inlernal control, including arrangaments for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, 1o the best of our knowledge and befief, with
respect 1o the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that;

1. We have pul in place arrangemants for efisctive financial
maragenent during the year, and for the preparation of
the arcoumiing statements.

Agreed

Yas' means thal s suthorily:

prropared s aceatnfing SISEmens M suoordance

2. We maintained an adequale system of inlernal conirol
ircluding medswras desgned io pravent andd detect [rau
and corrugdion and rewewed is sfivciveness.

_\/{ ) with the Accauniz ard Aud gutslions.
: ) msule proper arrangemienis and gocepled responsiilily
) \/ For seferpearding Hie pulic inoney and resourcey
"fts charge.

3. e ook all reasonable sleps (o assure owrselves
{hst thers are ne mattars of achaat or potential
non-complianes with laws, regulations and Froper
Practizes that could have a significant inancial affect
wiy B abilily of this avlhority to conduct its
JUSTESS O manage its ances.

has oy done what i has (he
comphed with Proner Practic

eud! power 1o do and has
0 ifoing 50

4. We provided proper opponurily during the year for
the sxercise of electors fights in 2coortance with e
roquirements of the Acoounts anc Awdit Regulations,

chuning the yegr gave M perscns inferasted the npportunity 10
mapeet And asK JULSHONG aloul Fs atthonty’s accounts.

N

5. Wa aamried oul an a5 et of the visks Tacing tis
authority and took appropiate steps to manage those
faks, including the intreduaion of internal contrals andfor
exigrnal insrance cover where required.

coRgiderst aad docmenion e Snanciai and IBer nsks |
faves and dealt with Ham groperiy,

6. W= mainiained throughoul the year an sdeguats and
effective system of internal audd gf the acoounting
recoaids and control systoms.

arrasuped Jor a vompeiond person, wdepeadend of the Inanesd
confrols and procedures. (o give an olyeciive view on whellicr
srternal cordros o thee needs of this staafter suthority

7. We ook appropniate action on Al maliers ralsen
i reports from intemal and extermal sudil,

respondad o matiers broughl 1o its attontion by intormy sl
Gxlprnal s,

§. We considersd whether any liigation, habilities or
corumitments, events or leansactions, coourring sither
duries or alter the year-aad, have a financial impact on
his auihorily and. ahere appropriale, have inchided them
i {he socounting slatements.

8. (Forncat councils anly) Trast funds including
charilable. In our capacily as the sole managing
trustee we diachaged our accountshilily

esponsibiftes for he fundisyassets, mchuting

e

financal reporiing and. if raguired, indepandont
examination or 2edil

NI RN

disciosed evervtfung it stwdd frave aboit 15 business activity
curing ihe year including events aking place after the yoar
wrved If redevai,

fias met alf of il respansibififies whare, 85 3 ody
sorparole, # s a sofe managing irusiee of 2 foca!
trust orirists.

*Please provide explanations to the exiemal auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Siatement was approved at a
meeting of the aulhorily on

ZA1l 06 \?Q 2%
and recorded as minute reference:
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Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chajrman

Clerk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2922!23 for

L Eimabenct Padien Coowele.

Veesr enging

31 March
2022
£

1. Balances brought

forwarg 2 & 13 %{%

MNoles and guidance

se round @il figniras I nearvst £1. Do not fsave any
I}' swes-hiank and raport £0 or Nil balances Alf figives mst
agres 1o uru{erw'rq fngncmi recaris.
Tolal bolances and reserves at the baginaing of the year
as recorded Jn the Knancial records. Value must agree 1o
Box 7 of previous year,

2. {+) Precept or Raies and

Levdes % 2 ‘:‘ 9 E’ ’%2{@ QO receivad or receivabie In the year. Exclude any gramts

Tolat amouni of precept {or for HIBS rates and levies)

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

4,40-7 ﬁm 5

Tiaf income of feccoipts as recordod in the caghbook loas
ihe procopt or rates/devies received (ine 2). Inciude any
grants recelvad.

4 {-) Sralf costs

4@ 26 At

inial expenditire or payments made 1o and on behalf
of alf employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
empiovers NI canirbutions, emplovers pension
comtribulions. graluifies end severance payments.

5. {-} Loan interest/capital

repayments L O 0 'C} i

fotal expendilure ar paytsnts of capifal and interest
made during the year on the suwihionity's borrowings (if any}

&. {-] All other pavmenis

tofal expendilire or payments as recorded in fhe cash-
2- bopk fass stalf o nsrs (e 4} and loan interasticagital
repayments {line 5}

7. (=} Balances camed

1902 B, 1
foreardg Z%Oi (")4:;;%; * 2‘7! ‘:..

j""}'v gl (F+2+3) - (4458

Totaf balances and resenves of the ond of the veor. Must

T

8. Tolat valuz of cash and
short ton iwvestiments

Y o - .
Di—}g &,67; 2 f ‘7 2 / hiclddings st short lerm invesiments held as at 31 March -

{ The sum of alf current and depasit bank accounts, cash

To agroe with bank reconciliation.

9. Tota fixed assels plus
fong term investments
and assels

LA ‘ atf its . and erin in T
6,4{. "H = é'f“@ ' 4’_‘:7’2” ...7%{: up of alf its fixed assels and fong tenm investimans as at

The vaiue of il the property e authorily owns — it is matie

21 March.

18. Total borrowings

: (“_; frorn third pariies {including PWLE}

The outstanding capilal balarce as ol 31 March of gl loans

For Lca! cuncz‘ls Onty

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{including charitable)

1ib. Disclosure note re Triyst funds
{mcluding chariiable)

5 / i The Rgeres i e accounting statemsents above oo not

The Counci, as a budy corparate, acls as sole lrustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or seaels

wcdude any TTUs! rarsactinns.

| cerify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Siatements in this Annual Governance and Accouniability
Return have been prepared on elther a receipls and payments
ar income and expenditure basis folfowing the guidanca in
Governancs and Accouniability bor Smalier Aulhorilios — 2
Praciitioners’ Guide fo Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financia! Officgr before being
presented to the

| corfirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this aulhonty onghis date:

2a\ob\rezn
as recorded in minute reference:
R e e
tineser 2200 232\ Ty

Signed by Charman of the meeling where ihe Accounting
Statements wpre approved s

L N T
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In respect of STAMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL — EX0227

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set ouf by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitule an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under 3 limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hiips://www .nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matiers that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

Except for the matters reported bejow on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabifity Return {AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come {o our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2022/23 for the exercise of public rights, by answering ‘Yes’
to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reﬁorted last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered ‘No’ to
this Assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answering
‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not correct.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. The response given in Section 2, Box 9 and Section 2, Boxes 11 {3} and
(b} are not consistent with the prior year responses. The Council has confirmed that it does act as sole managing trustee for trust funds and thus
the answer given this year is incorrect.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2023.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature ;,,é’ Py F A /£ ) ‘ (¢ ! Date 17/09/2023
e
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